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In May 1945, the defeat of Nazi Germany cemented Churchill’s reputation as a

1 global statesman and he enjoyed an approval rating of over 80%. Less than 2

months later, just as the war against the Imperial Japanese forces was about to
be won, Churchill’s government lost a general election receiving only 36% of the
vote. Like Churchill, we as Liberals can hold our heads high about the significant
achievements for our nation, particularly during times of global crisis. As our
election on 21 May reflects, however, elections are not won purely on the basis
of past achievements.
There will no doubt be a necessary period of reflection as to how and why the
narrative accepted by the majority of the public undermined support for a Liberal
Government. I don’t endorse the view that the Party needs to lurch to the left or
right. We have a statement of belief that outlines what the Liberal Party stands for
and we must start from the premise of those foundational principles to articulate
a vision that speaks to the concerns held by voters about their future. More on
the election campaigns, on pages 9-10.
While deeply disappointed by the outcome, I remain thankful that we live in
a nation where the people are able to choose who governs them. Elections
seem such a normal part of life in Australia, but history and current global events
remind us that these democratic freedoms are fragile. Right now, the people of
both Ukraine and Myanmar are fighting for the same opportunity to elect their
government. As the 40th President of the United States, Ronald Reagan said:
“…these freedoms are never more than one generation away from extinction they must be fought for, protected and handed on to our children.”
Reflecting on the freedoms we enjoy here in Australia, the service of those who
have fought to protect our freedoms should be remembered and honoured. I
was grateful for the opportunity to represent the Government at the Brighton
ANZAC Day Dawn Service on April 25th – the 107th anniversary of the day the
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps landed on the shores of Gallipoli. For
over 120 years, Australian personnel have served in defence of our country and
our values – reminding us that freedom always has, and always will, come at a
price. Over 102,000 Australian service personnel have paid the ultimate price for
us to live in liberty. Lest we forget.
Ahead of the commencement of the 47th Parliament
of Australia, the Parliamentary Liberal Party has elected
Peter Dutton MP as Leader, and Sussan Ley MP as
Deputy Leader. I congratulate them both on their
election and look forward to working with them as we
serve Australia.
Kind regards,
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Before the 46th Parliament of
Australia was dissolved ahead of
the 2022 federal election, the work
of the parliamentary committees
continued, seeking to finalise
inquiries before they lapsed at the
term’s end.
Over the last 12 months, the
Joint Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
(JSCFADT) has made important
contributions, through a substantial
quantity and quality of work.
Inquiries include the Foreign Affairs
Sub-committee on ‘Australia’s
response to the coup in Myanmar’;
the Trade Sub-committee inquiry
into ‘Expanding the membership of
the Comprehensive and Progressive
Trans-Pacific Partnership’; and the
Defence Sub-committee’s ‘Inquiry
into Australia’s defence relationships
with Pacific Island nations’, and
‘Inquiry into the Department of
Defence Annual Report 2019-20’.
Now in opposition, my colleagues
and I will advocate for government
to act on the recommendations
outlined in these reports.
The Human Rights Sub-Committee
of JSCFADT released their First
Periodic Report on Human Rights
in March. Throughout the year
the Sub-Committee held private

COMMITTEE
UPDATE

briefings and several roundtables
on specific human rights issues.
The Sub-Committee saw value
in resolving to produce an annual
periodic report for the Parliament,
on the range of sensitive issues
it considers and on the insights it
gathers through its activities.

Human rights require an ongoing
focus as authoritarian states once
again flex their muscle. It is important
that we don’t allow the fight by
people of nations such as Myanmar
and Ukraine, to defend their right to
free speech and democracy, to be
forgotten amongst the noise of our
social media feeds.
Also in March, the JSCFADT
PFAS Sub-Committee – chaired
by Senator McMahon – issued
its report for the inquiry into PFAS
remediation in and around Defence
bases.
The report’s 8 recommendations
include, among others, that the
Australian Government continue to
review and adapt its engagement,
communication and support to meet
the evolving needs of communities
affected by PFAS contamination;
and provide funding for further
longitudinal studies on potential
adverse health effects.
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The Parliamentary Joint Committee

Finally,

the

Senate References
on Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade released its
report – in April – for the inquiry
into Australia’s engagement in
Afghanistan.

3 on Intelligence and Security (PJCIS), Committee
of which I was a member, concluded
its ‘Inquiry into national security
risks affecting the Australian higher
education and research sector’ and
released the final report in March.
The
report
makes
27
recommendations which includes
ASIO providing information, in
their annual report to parliament,
on threats to the Australian higher
education and research sector.
In late March, the Security
Legislative Amendment (Critical
Infrastructure Protection) Bill passed
the parliament, enabling better
protection for critical infrastructure
against cyber-attacks and other
serious security threats. Among
other components, this legislation
obligates the owners and operators
of critical infrastructure to manage
the risk of hazards that affect the
delivery of essential services, and
empowers government to declare
Systems of National Significance.
The Bill follows extensive public
consultation, ongoing engagement
with critical infrastructure providers
and examination by the PJCIS,
and builds on the passing of
amendments to the Security
Legislation Amendment (Critical
Infrastructure) Bill 2020 in November
2021.

The
report
outlined
6
recommendations including that
the Australian Government continue
to provide ongoing targeted multiyear funding which may need to
increase in response to the scale of
increased need.
The Morrison Government affirmed
in the 2022/23 Federal Budget that
an additional 16,500 places are
to be made available for Afghan
nationals under the Humanitarian
program, and committed to allocate
an equal amount over the next four
years.
With the end of the 46th Parliament
of Australia, the committees
have now been dissolved and
appointments for committees in
the 47th Parliament will be made
shortly.
For more information on past
Parliamentary Committee Inquiries,
click here or scan the QR Code
below.
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2022/23
FEDERAL BUDGET

As one of the last major acts in
Government, former Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg delivered the 2022/23
Federal Budget on March 29th –
focussed on delivering relief for
cost of living pressures, a long-term
economic plan that creates more
jobs, record investments in essential
services, and a stronger defence and
national security.
Global events, such as the Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and the COVID-19
pandemic, have increased the prices
of fuel, food and logistics – stretching
household budgets here in Australia.
Through the Budget, a new oneoff $420 Cost of Living Tax Offset
is being provided for more than
10 million low-and-middle income
earners. The Government also halved
the fuel excise for 6 months, lowering
household cost for petrol.

Despite global events, our economy
has stayed strong and outperformed
other advanced economies. The
Budget showed the deficit more than
halving to 1.6% of GDP by 2025/26
before falling to 0.7% of GDP by
the end of the medium term – the
fastest and largest improvement in
the budget bottom line in more
than 70 years. Despite having faced
the largest economic shock since
the Great Depression, our debt to
GDP levels are low by international
standards – below all major advanced
economies, and less than half that of
the US and Japan.
While keeping national debt under
control and low in comparison to
other advanced economies, the
Federal Liberal Government was
investing record funds in Australia’s
essential services, such as health care
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and education. The Federal Liberal

land around the Osborne Naval

its policy to list all recommended
medicines on the PBS, committing
$45.5 billion over 4 years in PBS
funding. Health portfolio measures
total $132 billion for 2022/23,
including a record $1.8 billion for
SA’s hospitals and health system. SA
benefits from a record $1.89 billion in
schools funding this year – an 88%
increase since 2013. There is also
record funding for Australian higher
education – $20 billion in 2022/23.

build the nuclear-powered submarine
construction yard; and continuing to
support naval shipbuilding projects
in SA, which are expected to see SA
jobs in shipbuilding reach over 5,400
by 2030.

5 Government budgeted to continue Precinct in Adelaide, in which to

The 2022/23 Budget demonstrated
our Government’s commitment to
developing
Australia’s
defences
– developing Australia’s Defence
capability, creating local jobs,
boosting our cyber resilience,
supporting Australia’s sovereign
Defence industry, and improving the
lives of ADF personnel, veterans, and
their families.
The former Coalition Government
invested in stronger defence and
national security by committing to
grow the number of ADF personnel
by around 30% by 2040 – through an
estimated investment of $38 billion
over the period – representing the
largest expansion of the ADF during
peacetime; delivering $9.9 billion
over 10 years to enhance Australia’s
offensive and defensive cyber and
intelligence capabilities – the largest
ever investment in the intelligence
and cyber capabilities of ASD;
taking steps to secure additional

Continuing measures to increase
skills training and employment, the
Budget introduced a 20% bonus
deduction for eligible external training
courses, helping small businesses
to upskill their staff. $750 million
was also designated for our Modern
Manufacturing Initiative, growing
businesses and creating jobs in 6
national manufacturing priority areas.
The Budget also delivered an
additional $2.8 billion for priority road
projects in SA, bringing the Federal
Liberal Government’s support for
SA transport infrastructure to $13.7
billion since 2013/14. Further
financing was also committed for SA
critical minerals projects, including
for Renascor Resources to develop
their graphite mining and refinement
projects.
There is plenty more on the 2022/23
Federal Budget, available by clicking
here or scanning the QR Code below.
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FIRST USE OF AUSTRALIAN
MAGNITSKY-STYLE LEGISLATION

In late March, former Foreign Minister
Marise Payne announced the first
use of Australia’s Magnitsky-style
legislation – applying sanctions
against 14 Russian individuals
responsible for the corruption that
was uncovered by Ukrainian-born
Russian lawyer and tax advisor Sergei
Magnitsky.
After exposing corrupt practices by
Russian tax and law enforcement
officials, Magnitsky was imprisoned
and mistreated – dying in custody in
November 2009, after he was refused
medical treatment.
25 people
who were complicit in Magnitsky’s
mistreatment and death have also
been sanctioned by the Australian
Government.
In December 2021, the Autonomous
Sanctions Amendment (Magnitskystyle and Other Thematic Sanctions)
Bill 2021 passed into law – following
a recommendation from the Joint
Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Trade (JSCFADT).
This law reforms and modernises
Australia’s
existing
autonomous
sanctions regime to enable the
Australian Government to apply
targeted and thematic sanctions and
travel bans to perpetrators of serious
human rights abuse and corruption
–
expanding
upon
Australia’s
current country-based autonomous

sanctions framework.

These measures prevent Australia
becoming a destination of choice for
the funds and activities of corrupt
individuals and, working with likeminded nations such as our AUKUS
partners in the US and UK, as well as
the EU, are a significant step forward
in protecting the human rights of
countless citizens around the world.
As JSCFADT Chair, I tabled the
Committee’s report on its ‘Inquiry into
whether Australia should examine the
use of targeted sanctions to address
human rights abuses’ in the Senate in
December 2021.
The inquiry was conducted by the
JSCFADT Human Rights SubCommittee, chaired by the Hon
Kevin Andrews MP, and benefitted
from the contributions of a number
of pre-eminent human rights experts,
experienced with Magnitsky-style
laws at the global level.
For more information on the first use
of the Magnitsky-style legislation, click
here or scan the QR Code below.
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LAUNCHING NEW DEFENCE
INDUSTRY SPACE ALLIANCE

In early March, I addressed the
launch of the new Australian Defence
Industry Space Capability Alliance
(ADSICA) – announced during the
13th annual Australian Space Forum
at the Adelaide Convention Centre.

As a concerted, collaborative effort to
further develop Australia’s sovereign
space capabilities to serve and protect
Australia’s national interests, the
ADISCA is developing hi-tech space
and defence technologies to help the
nation deliver on Defence’s Sovereign
Industry Capability Priorities for
space. Combining their capabilities,
the ADISCA can provide end-to-end
expertise and capability – to design,
manufacture, test, launch, and
operate. The ADISCA includes SAbased companies DEWC Systems,
Inovor
Technologies,
Neumann
Space, Nova Systems, Southern
Launch, REDARC Defence Systems,
as well as NSW’s Space Machines
Company and QLD-based Gilmour
Space Technologies.

In August 2021, ‘space’ was added
as an additional Sovereign Industrial
Capability Priority area to those
originally listed in Defence’s 2020
Defence Strategic Update and Force
Structure Plan – demonstrating
its important role in Australia’s
response to the changing strategic
circumstances in our region.
All ADISCA partners are contributing
significantly to the progress of the
Civil Space Sector Strategy – aiming
to triple the size of the sector to $12
billion and create an additional 20,000
jobs over the next decade. SA’s space
industry – comprised of more than 90
space-related companies – currently
represents more than 1600 full time
employees and continues to grow at
an impressive rate.
Cementing SA as the space
capital of Australia, Adelaide is
home to Australian Space Agency
Headquarters, the Space Discovery
Centre (SDC), and Mission Control
Centre at Lot Fourteen – made
possible through the $649 million
Adelaide City Deal – signed by the
former Federal and State Liberal
Governments.
For more information on the ADSICA,
click here or scan the QR Code below.
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OUT AND
ABOUT

My US Counterpart, Congressman
Adam Smith, Chair of the US House
Armed Services Committee and I
shared a constructive discussion
alongside members of his delegation
on collaboration across technology,
supply chains, and national security
programs.

I attended the official opening of Stage
1 of King’s Baptist Grammar School’s
new middle school building, partly
I represented then-Prime Minister
funded by the Morrison Government’s
Scott Morrison at the public prayer
Capital Grants Program.
for Ukraine held in Victoria Square
alongside my federal and state
colleagues in March.

As Chair of JSCFADT, I met with
Lithuanian Ambassador to Australia,
His Excellency Mr Darius Degutis, to
discuss the strategic implications of
Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine.
Australia and Lithuania are united in
our position of support for Ukraine’s
freedom.

I had the opportunity to address the
Australian Space Summit in Sydney
about the former Government’s
commitment to Australia’s defence
and space industries, coinciding with
the release of our Defence Space
Strategy.
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I addressed the ANU National
Security College cohort in Canberra,
alongside Aspen Medical’s Bruce
Armstrong, as part of their program
with the theme ‘Leading through
disruption’.

I was invited to address the IndoPacific 2022 International Maritime
Exposition in Sydney on the
partnership between Defence and
civil
stakeholders,
underpinning
collaboration in the southwest pacific
and investment in our naval capability.

Keep up to date on
announcements, via
Facebook:
@senatorfawcett
Commemorating the 80th year
since the Battle of the Coral Sea, I
represented the then Prime Minister
at the Adelaide Botanic Gardens to
lay a wreath and share a message on
the Prime Minister’s behalf.

Despite the disappointing election
results, it has been great to travel
throughout our state for the state
and federal election campaigns.
Currently paired with the electorate
of Makin, I actively supported local
federal candidate Alan HowardJones, alongside federal candidate
for Spence, Shawn Lock, and
candidate for Boothby, Dr Rachel
Swift.

2022 ELECTION
CAMPAIGNS

A silver lining to May’s federal
election outcome is the addition
of Liberal Senator-elect Kerrynne
Liddle, following the distribution of
Senate vote preferences, alongside
the
relelection
of
Senators
Birmingham and McLachlan. I look
forward to working with them in the
interests of our state and nation.
Thanks to generous donors who
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made the ‘Makin-mobile’ possible
(pictured, below) which gave Alan
a highly-visible presence in the
electorate.
My congratulations to Alan, Makin
campaign manager Dominic Giles,
the Makin FEC and volunteers for a
strong campaign. The team’s hard
work held the TPP swing to just over
1%, in contrast to state SA swing of
3.5% and national swing of 3.4%.
To assist the Boothby campaign, I
volunteered at Pre-poll booths, in

addition to scrutineering for pre-poll
10
at the AEC centre.
Through
the
state
election
campaign, I provided support
to local state candidates Janice
McShane, and Graham Reynolds;
as well as Dr Richard Harvey in
Newland and Paula Luethen in King.
Below are some of the fundraising,
community and industry events
I contributed to and attended
throughout the federal and state
campaigns.

Presenting Alan Howard-Jones
with keys to the Makin-mobile

With Alan HowardJones on Polling Day

At the Florey Campaign
Launch with Janice McShane

At Tindo Solar with Alan HowardJones and Minister Taylor

At Chin Community Church in
Elizabeth with Shawn Lock

On Pre-poll for
Rachel Swift

Touring local defence industry with Alan
Howard-Jones and Janice McShane

At SA Ukrainian Community Centre with
Minister Payne and Amy Grantham.
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